NEWS RELEASE

ARKANSAS FORESTRY COMMISSION

VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSISTANCE GRANTS

Greenbrier, June 6, 2011, Funds has been made available to the Arkansas Forestry Commission to grant to rural fire departments for the purchase of fire fighting equipment.

This money is authorized under the Volunteer Fire Assistance Act, and the National Fire Plan, according to Robert Summerville, Rural Fire Protection Administrator.    

Arkansas State Forestry officials administer the program to Rural Fire Departments, (10,000 in population or less, and 75% volunteer) to purchasing fire-fighting equipment.  The purpose of this program is to improve train and equip local forces to prevent, control, and suppress fires in rural areas.  No matching funds will be required by the Fire Departments this year.  They will request 
$ 1,000.00 in equipment and they will be awarded $ 1,000.00 if approved.

State Forestry employees solicit cost-share grant proposals from fire departments that serve communities of 10,000 people or fewer, review the grant proposals, and consider statewide needs when determining awards.  The U.S. Forest Service provides the funding and oversight for the program.

Applications from qualifying communities will be taken by Forestry Commission offices from June 06, 2011, to July 08, 2011.  The grant money will be used primarily for the purchase of fire fighting equipment, excluding vehicles and buildings.

Arkansas Forestry Commission District offices are listed below:

District 1
       Joe Friend

UAM, Box 3123

Monticello 71656
(870) 367-6767 – (870) 367-6484

District 2
       Mike Whelan

P.O. Box 134

Dierks 71833
(870) 286-2137 – (870) 286-3309

District 3
       Robert Zielinske

P.O. Box 468

Forrest City 72335
 (870) 633-6693 –(870) 633-6790    

District 4
       William Sprinkle
P.O. Box 158

Stamps 71860
(870) 533-4641 – (870) 533-4468

District 5
       H.E. Townsend

207 Airport Road

Malvern 72104
(501) 332-2081 – (501) 332-2570

District 6
       Ray G. Wakefield
P.O. Box 522

Clarksville 72830
(479) 754-2701 – (479) 754-2701

District 7
       Eric L. Curl

P.O. Box 1290

Mt. View 72560
(870) 269-3441 – (870) 269-5007

District 8
       Marc Phillips

P.O. Box 26

Ash Flat 72513
(870) 994-2187 – (870) 994-2160

District 9
       Mike Cagle

P.O. Box 10

Greenbrier 72058
(501) 679-2806 – (501) 679-3018

