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GRANT AND ASSISTANCE INFORMATION

The following information is collected at the beginning of every year to be helpful to communities and fire departments in obtaining funds and assistance for their fire departments.  Accuracy is not guaranteed but based upon the best information available.

Funding and Assistance for 2011
1. (State of Arkansas), The Arkansas Department of Emergency Management (ADEM) – approximately $ 13,000,000.00 Act 833 or Insurance Turnback funds, 

Code 14-284-403.  Funds administered by ADEM, Department of Fire Services must be a certified fire department to qualify.  Information may be obtained from Jimmy Woods at (501) 683-6781 or via Fax at (501) 683-7890, or at www.adem.arkansas.gov.  Assists with trucks, fire equipment, etc.  Act 833 2010 Funding ends October 31, 2010.
2. (State of Arkansas), The Arkansas Department of Rural Services – 

$ 1,000,000.00.  Have two (2) Grants, a Block Grant and a Rural Community Grant.

A. $ 500,000.00 – Rural Services Block Grant Program – must be lower/moderate income – 90/10 Grant, Maximum $ 50,000.00.  Population under 3,000 required.  Call Lucy Thompson at (501) 682-6011.

B. $ 500,000.00 – Rural Community Grants – Maximum $ 15,000.00, 

50/50 matching grant.  Population under 3,000 required.  Call Kelsey Scott at (501) 682-6011.  Director, Butch Calhoun – 1-888-787-2527 or at (501) 682-6014 FAX#, or at www.state.ar.us/drs.  Assists with fire stations, trucks and equipment.

3. (State/Federal), Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) – 

Grants for Water supply and delivery items, communication and ISO compliant equipment (Class 9 equipment for fire departments rated at Class 10), Offers ISO Seminars targeting Class 9 departments wishing to go to Class 6 or 7.  Provides a FREE mailing service to send out notices of dues.  They will cover the cost of printing statements.  Contact Charles Gangluff at (501) 354-7900 or at 

(501) 354-7901 FAX#, or email aarcd@ipa.net.
4. (State of Arkansas), Arkansas Forestry Commission – Administers the Federal Volunteer Fire Assistance Act Grant, and National Fire Plan Grants through the U.S. Forest Service, totals $ 214,260.00 in 2007.  Distributed in 

$ 1000.00 grants that are a 50/50 match, for the purpose of purchasing fire-fighting vehicles and fire equipment.  Applications will be taken starting June 1, 2007.  Also, has an interest-free loan program ($ 910,000.00) for the purchase of fire-fighting vehicles and equipment up to $ 15,000.00 per assist.  Assists with Federal Excess Property vehicles, where we make vehicles available to fire departments on a 50-year loan basis.  About 150 vehicles per year are obtained and presently we have approximately 1660 vehicles on loan.  The new Fire Fighter Program (DOD) is also in effect.  Several hundred vehicles (brush trucks and tankers) have been transferred to departments at no cost except for $ 6.00 which is title and license cost.  Vehicles must be requested on forms available from the Greenbrier Office, contact Randy Pogue at (501) 679-3186.  More information about the Rural Fire Protection Program is available at www.arkansasforestry.gov or robert.summerville@arkansas.gov or randy.pogue@arkansas.gov.
5. (Federal Agency) USDA Community Facilities Grant – Grants and loans for the construction, expansion and improvement of community facilities in rural areas.  Grants approximately $ 297,000.00, Direct Loans - $ 6,075,000.00, Guarantee Loans – $ 4,245,000.00.  Also able to complete for additional grant funds under the Economic Impact Initiative through 6-1-07.  Contact Stephen Lagasse at

(501) 301-3267, Fax (501) 301-3293 or email Stephen.Lagasse@ar.usda.gov.USDA Rural Development Federal Building, Room 3416, 700 West Capitol Avenue, Little Rock, AR  72201-3225.

Other Sources of Assistance for Fire Departments

1. Arkansas Fire Training Academy, provides training for fighting fires, contact 

Rachel Nix, Director at (870) 574-1521, 14668 AR Hwy 203, Camden, AR  71701, or PO Box 3499, or at www.sautech.edu/afta.

2. Department of Health, some funding available for certain fire-related items, contact Bettie Watts at (501) 661-2718 or at www.healthyarkansas.gov/aboutADH/Pages/GrantBidOpportunities.aspx.
3. State Fire Marshall, information and code enforcement, contact Lindsey Williams 

at (501) 618-8624 or at www.asp.state.ar.us/divisions/rs/fire_marshal.html.
4. State Agency for Federal Excess Property, source of equipment and vehicles, small cost for equipment, contact Butch Campbell at (501) 835-3111, or at http://ace.arkansas.gov/FSP/contacts.html.
5. Assistance to Firefighters Grants (FEMA) – www.fema.gov/firegrants.  All applications for FEMA’s fire grant programs including the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFG), the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response Grants (SAFER), the Fire Prevention and Safety Grants (FP&S) and information on the Assistance to Firefighters Station Construction Grants (SCG) will now be located at www.fema.gove/firegrants.

Organizations

1. Arkansas Association of Rural & Volunteer Firefighters Association, 

President, Toni Perkins, 3609 Divoky Road, Pine Bluff, AR  71603,

(870) 879-5190, or www.arvf.com.

2. Arkansas Fire Chiefs Association, President, Randy Staley, Ward City Hall, 405 Hickory Street, PO Box 237, Ward, AR  72176, (501) 843-7686 or (501) 259-1268.
3. Arkansas State Firefighters Association, President Kevin McMasters, 5652 Highway 463 North, Bay, AR  72411.  Contact (870) 802-3921 or Kevin@asffa.org.
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